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sank gradually into poverty and despair; their existence was
one of continual alarm and wretchedness. Involved as they
were in a common ruin, old distinctions of race had almost
disappeared; the sons of the Barons of the Pale and of Celtic
Princes were equally despised and degraded Pariahs; they
vegetated listlessly on the ancestral estates, which the law was
filching from them by degrees, excluded from power and place
in the State, defeated and broken down in the battle of life,
insulted and oppressed even by the refuse of the dominant
caste which had been made their masters. Their lives, too,
were a round of anxiety and pain; they were beset by detest-
able harpies of the law, picking flaws in their titles, like the
old '* discoverers," and informing against them in the Courts of
Justice, if such a name could be given to these; their foes
were often those of their own households; their feelings were
tortured, their families rent hi twain, in the most ordinary
relations df domestic life. Passing from this order of men, the
Irish Catholic was not actually forbidden to trade; but he was
shut out from the municipal bodies, which had^great advan-
tages in this respect, and even from many corporate towns j he
was subjected to all kinds of unfair restrictions; and though
many of the class did engage in commerce, and even
acquired wealth in time, they were not numerous enough to
make their influence felt, during the first half of the eighteenth
century. As for the Catholic masses seated on the soil, they
were the villeins and serfs of conquering settlers, alien in blood'
and creed, and for the most part hostile; and prohibited as
they were from holding land, except by a tenure of the worst
kind, they were reduced to a multitude of petty occupiers,
discouraged in their industry, kept down through life, unable
to improve their lands and themselves, and sinking into
appalling poverty. Oppression and exaction on the part of
the ruling class, the degradation and misery of the, subject race
were the necessary results of this state of things. Ireland,